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Fight Smart ! Combating Pandemics in the Frontline ED

Plenary lecture Il : Emergency Medicine in Singapore during COVID-19

Pandemic
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On 22 Jan 2020, Singapore General Hospital admitted the first Covid -19
patients in Singapore -a Chinese national from Wuhan with fever, sore throat and
cough. As of 17 Aug 20, Singapore has reported a total of 56.031 Covid-19 cases
(rank 22nd in the world in total cases per million population), 27 death from Covid-
19 and has performed more than 1.7 million Covid-19 swab tests ( rank 14th in
the world). | will discuss i) How our emergency ambulance services, emergency
department, hospital and community re-organised and ramp up its capacity to
prepare for this pandemic. This include screening of patients (and accompanying
persons) presented to the hospitals with respiratory symptoms or\ and fever (of
unknown sources), personal protective equipment guidelines, disposition of the
patients, visitor policy and staff surveillance. ii) Clusters of Coiv-19 infection in the
community including dormitories and construction sites and how they are
managed in the community. li) Safe distancing measures that are being enforced in

the public or work places.



