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Although the COVID-19 pandemic remains a WHO-declared global public health
emergency, countries around the world face uncertainties about how to prioritize at a
transitional time when recent omicron variant circulation represents a much milder health
impact at an individual level but the risk of emergence of new variants and future surges
remains real.

In Taiwan, the latest omicron BA.5 dominated local epidemic has resulted in a fewer
number of diagnosed COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths compared with the
earlier BA.2 dominated one. Among the public, prevention fatigue is common and
intolerance to control measures (such as universal mask wearing, visitor restriction of
healthcare and long-term care facilities, and overseas tourist group ban) is growing.
Economic, social and psychologic consequences of this 2.5-year long pandemic has led the
policy makers to accelerate adjustment of current COVID-19 control strategies and response
towards a normalized and sustainable model.

As global partners generally agree to move towards the pandemic endgame and lift
previous restrictions (including relaxing border control measures), WHO has recommended
national policy makers address the following seven essential public health actions: (1) COVID-
19 testing; (2) clinical management of COVID-19; (3) reaching COVID-19 vaccination targets;
(4) maintaining infection prevention and control measures for COVID-19 in health care
facilities; (5) building trust through risk communication and community engagement; (6)
managing the COVID-19 infodemic. WHO calls for these efforts to facilitate for an agile
response as countries continue to confront the pandemic while consolidating the foundation
for a stronger public health infrastructure and strengthening the global architecture for
health emergency preparedness, response and resilience.

This presentation will follow the WHO' s recommendations and demonstrate key policy
changes and future directions in the perspective of COVID-19 pandemic control towards
2023 and beyond.



